




































































































































Read Me a Story Program

Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital Foundation/
Jenni Toedtemeier, Development Director



The Team
 Sandra Barrington, SNMH 

Foundation Executive 
Director 

  Jenni Toedtemeier, 
SNMH Foundation 
Development Director

 Dr. Sarah Woerner, 
Pediatrician;  Program 
Co-Founder

 Judi McKeehan, Retired 
School Principal; Co-
Founder

 Other RMAS Committee 
members: Nevada County 
Librarian Terri Alton, Pam 
Auld, Susan Forga. 

SNMHF Volunteer Liz Meyers taking 
inventory on a new order of books



Project Overview
 Read Me a Story provides books in English and Spanish to children at their healthy child 

medical appointments for children age 6 months- age 8 in Nevada and Placer Counties.  

  3 clinics at 8 locations currently participate in Grass Valley, Penn Valley, Auburn, and 
Kings Beach, with a 4th clinic expressing interest.  

 Each book includes an age-appropriate information card for parents with tips for 
encouraging your child to read, and tips for reducing their exposure to screen time. 

 In collaboration with Nevada Co. Library, we are providing books to families of 
newborns at SNMH. 

  Since 1999, over 65,723 books have been given to children.



Sample program information card



Sample informational card for parents



Opportunities
 Sierra Family Health Center is merging with Western Sierra Medical 

Health Clinic in the near future.  We hope to reach out to them and see if 
they would like books to give to children at their clinic locations. 



Successes
 Since our last presentation in 11/30/22, we have applied for grant funding 

from: The Lisa Libraries, Soroptimists Int’l of the Sierra Foothills, Kars 4 
Kids Grants, Welz Family Children’s Foundation, and Friends of the 
Nevada County Libraries. We were awarded $987 worth of books from 
Lisa Libraries, $2,000 from the Soroptmists, and $500 from the Friends of 
the Nevada County Libraries. We have not yet had a rely from Welz Family 
Children’s Foundation, but we only recently applied. 

 We also received donations to RMAS from: First Five Nevada County, 
Rotary Club of Grass Valley, Nevada County Republican Women 
Federated, Blacksmith Creations LLC, as well as a number of hospital 
employees and other community members. 



Successes
  We attended the Children’s Health and Safety Fair in May (which we 

unfortunately had to leave early due to the rain ruining our books) and 
the Spooky Boooky Halloween event this October, and gave 
approximately 100 gently used books to children. 

 On 6/22/23, we completed our yearly training for clinics, via Zoom this 
time. 6 People from 4 Clinics attended the training. 



Challenges
 As the program founders age out, we will eventually need to find new 

champions who are willing to take over their duties, including order 
fulfillment. We would like to find a younger stay at home parent who may 
have time during the day to deliver orders, etc.  

 
  We reached out to the Tahoe Forest Pediatric Clinic and offer books to 

them.  They showed an interest, but have not placed an order yet.  They 
did participate in our Zoom training in June. 



Results
 Grant Year 1 (7/1/21-6/30/22): We provided a total of 3,162 books to 

medical clinics in Nevada and Placer County, for children age 6 months-
age 8, in English and Spanish.  Of those 3,162 books, 2,821 books were for 
children age 0-5 in Nevada County.  That equates to approximately 1,410 
families (goal was 1,000). 

 
  Grant Year 2 (7/1/22-6/30/23): We provided a total of 2,622 books to 

medical clinics in Nevada and Placer County, for children age 6 months-8 
years, in English and Spanish.  Of those 2,622 books, 2,170 books were for 
children age 0-5 in Nevada County.  That equates to approximately 1,087 
families (goal was 1,000). 



Results
 Grant Year 3 (7/1/23-6/30/24), Q1-Q2, as of 10/25/23: we provided a 

total of 583 books to medical clinics in Nevada County, for children age 6 
months-8, in English and Spanish.  Of those 583 books, 553 books were 
for children age 0-5 in Nevada County.  That equates to approximately 
277 families so far. 



Thank you for your support!
Spooky Boooky Book Giveaway, 

10/31/23
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